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President’s Report 

 

  The year 2014 may be known as the year we were moving the wagon as we built it. Solid 

groundwork has been done by past Friends groups.  Our history has allowed us to provide more 

spokes to the wheel that is moving the wagon. The spokes have been the development of the 

website, the funds for the open hearth restoration and planning the National Park's 2016 

centennial, among other projects. 

  I was surprised the Friends had so many successful activities in the year 2014: all of the staff 

have been very supportive.  However, in the middle of the wheel almost always appears to be the 

retiring superintendent, Edie Shean-Hammond.  We appreciate her devotion, cooperation, 

leadership, dedication and understanding.  We are eagerly looking forward to Edie's service on 

the 2015 Board. 

  The website will provide announcement of activities, access to the Hopewell Furnace database, 

newsletters and fees for on-line payments.  The open hearth restoration funds have come from 

many donations, especially the bequest of the past president of the Friends of Hopewell Furnace, 

Florence Williams. The planning for the centennial of the national parks in 2016 has just begun.  

We hope to partner with other organizations who are celebrating their 300th anniversary near 

Hopewell Furnace.   

  This is America's organization.  It should reflect the best values and ideas.  Feel free to suggest 

ideas and projects that fit into the wheels of the Friends  of Hopewell- our Mission Statement. 

Keep the Wagon Moving, 

 

Gene Delaplane, President 

 

The parks were created "for the benefit and enjoyment of the people" , said President Theodore 

Roosevelt. 
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Mission Statement 

A.  The Friends of Hopewell Furnace is a citizen organization whose mission is to support the 

preservation, maintenance and activities of Hopewell Furnace National Historic Site, 

hereinafter referred to as the Park. 

B.  The Friends shall be a voluntary, non-profit, incorporated association and shall have the 

following objectives: 

1.  To create public support for an expanding park program, 

2.  To encourage gifts, endowments and memorials for the park, 

3.  To intensify community awareness and use of the park, 

4.  To provide direct financial assistance by purchasing special and unusual items which 

would be of benefit but cannot be purchased from the budget of the park, 

5.  To sponsor programs designed to aid the mission of the park, 

6.  To encourage people to become park volunteers. 
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Board Members:  Officers, Committee Chairmen, and NPS Liaison 

Elected Officers: 

 Tenure  Office     Name 

 2012 to 2013  President    Jim Thorne 

 2014   President    Gene Delaplane 

 2012 to 2014   Vice President   Charles Jacob 

 2012 to 2014   Treasurer    Stan Stubbe 

 2012 to 2014   Secretary    Elissa Lewis 

 

Appointed Committee Chairmen: 

 Tenure  Title     Name 

 2014   Programs     Jim McClelland 

 2014   Membership    Louise Griffiths 

 2013 to 2014  Hopewell Big Woods   Jack Stefferud 

 2013 to 2014  Outdoor Activities   Davida Waters 

 2012 to 2014  Hospitality    Peter Hammond 

 2014   Pine Forge Ledgers   Kevin Mitchell 

 

NPS Liaison 

 Tenure  Title     Name 

 2012 to 2014  Park Superintendent   Edie Shean-Hammond 

   2014   DOI/VISTA    Rachel Rush 
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 2014 Annual Report of Significant Activities 

Jan 12  Dan Graham a noted author gave a talk on the life of William Bird. 

Feb 9 Dona McDermott, Archivist at Valley Forge National Historical Park, gave a talk 

on the portraits of George Washington. 

Mar 9 Jim McClelland, a retired Engineer from Lockheed Martin gave a talk on cannon 

made in PA for the Revolutionary War and significant Revolutionary War battles 

using these cannon. 

Mar 29 A one act play was performed celebrating the life, love & times of a Hopewell 

Furnace woman. 

Apr 5 Exeter Community Band performed in honor of the work of the Civilian 

Conservation Corps (CCC). 

Apr 12 The Valley Forge Black Pots chapter of the International Dutch Oven Society 

shared their fascination with cooking outdoors using cast iron Dutch ovens. 

Apr 13 Bob Folwell gave a guided tour along Baptism Creek trail and other significant 

sites in the Eastern part of the Hopewell Furnace National Park.  As part of the 

program, revealed the true source water for Hopewell Furnace i.e. Baptism Creek. 

May 10 Volunteer Colliers demonstrate the lighting of the charcoal pile keeping alive the 

centuries-old method of making charcoal. 

May 10 The Valley Forge Black Pots chapter of the International Dutch Oven Society 

shared their fascination with cooking outdoors using cast iron Dutch ovens. 

May 11 Live demonstrations by the community that managed the households and ran the 

farms necessary to sustain the population.  Of particular interest was the live 

sheep shearing, black smith’s working glowing iron, and live charcoal making, to 

name a few of the activities. 

May 18 Ed Scott, from the Delaware Valley Orienteering Association, started at Baptism 

Creek to promote orienteering opportunities at Hopewell Furnace National 

Historic Site and French Creek State Park. 

Jun 8 Ellen Shroy, editor for 24 editions of Warman’s Antiques & Collectibles Price 

Guide, gave a talk about how to estimate the value of antiques and made estimates 

of antiques brought in by the public. 

Jun 14 The Valley Forge Black Pots chapter of the International Dutch Oven Society 

shared their fascination with cooking outdoors using cast iron Dutch ovens. 
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July 4 Read the Declaration of Independence and other documents on the front porch of 

the Iron Master’s House. 

July 12 The Valley Forge Black Pots chapter of the International Dutch Oven Society 

shared their fascination with cooking outdoors using cast iron Dutch ovens. 

July 13 Jim Thorne, father of Hopewell Big Woods and former President of the Friends of 

Hopewell Furnace, gave a talk on the environmental value of the Big Woods 

forest.  This 73,000 acres or 110 square miles of continuous forest that comprises 

Big Woods was identified as one the largest remaining forest in the entire 

Northeast Region of the United States. 

Aug 2 A celebration of the parks birthday consisted of numerous activities including live 

charcoal making. 

Aug 10 Joel Moore gave a talk on the various underage boys who served and experienced 

the horrors of war in variety of ways during the Civil War. 

Aug 16 A star gazing activity, StarFest, in collaboration with Chesmont Astronomical 

Society, included a presentation on astronomy followed by an opportunity to view 

the wonders of the night sky. 

Sep 14 John Cole conducted a tour of the gravesite of Isaac Cole, the remains of the 

church and the homestead.  John Cole was a descendant of Isaac Cole who 

worked at Hopewell Furnace and served in the Civil War. 

Oct 12 Gene Delaplane, past president of Chapter 21 of the Society for Pennsylvania 

Archaeology and current president of the Friends gave a talk about the on-going 

archeology project at the Mouns Jones House in Morlatton Village (Old 

Douglassville). 

Oct 12 Jim McClelland announced the initial rollout of the Friend’s website which is 

available for general public browsing.  Ryan Hodges who is now living in Las 

Vega (or is it Vegas?), Nevada, also played a significant role in its initial and 

ongoing development  

Nov 9 Sue Speros and Michelle Lynch made a presentation on their Publication, an 

effort that took over a year to research and compile.  The focus of this publication 

was finding, assessing and documenting the significant historical resources in 

Berks County that may have a connection with the Hopewell Big Woods. 

Nov 9 Jim McClelland announced that the contents of the various Hopewell Ledgers are 

for the first time available for the public to view on the website.  
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2015 Annual Work Plan and Expectations from the Friends 

1. Provide labor to support Park defined projects. 

2. Promotion and solicit funds for the Colliers Activities  

3. Promotion and solicit funds for the Garden Activities 

4. Promotion and solicit funds for the Habitat Conservation  

5. Monitor the park’s sky brightness and maintain responsible lighting. 

6. Promotion and solicit funds for the annual gathering of astronomers to demonstrate to the 

public their telescopes and to view various constellations. 

7. Solicit funds for restoration of the chimney in the Boarding House such that the fireplace 

may be used for open hearth cooking. 

8. Promotion and solicit funds for the Stove Play 

9. Publication, sale and distribution of the Berks County Historical Resources Report 

associated with Hopewell Big Woods. 

10. Sale and distribution of Dan Graham’s Book called “Mark Bird” 

11. Solicit funds and provide labor for the stabilization of the Woodlot House to restore the 

stones walls of the remains such that they would no longer pose a danger to the public. 

12. Development and maintenance of the website that provides announcements of events, a 

calendar to show events, access to the Hopewell’s Ledgers database, and acceptance of 

donations through PayPal. 

13. Maintenance of the Facebook page. 

14. Development and solicit funds for the Friends Anniversary activities. 

15. Promotion and solicit funds for the Iron and Steel Heritage Partnership 

16. Solicit funds and provide labor for the Cast House Gutters restoration. 

17. Solicit funds and provide labor for the Iron Masters House. 

18. Solicit funds and provide labor for the Post and Rail Fence. 
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The member count for 2014 is 74 
 

Increase in membership dues from 2013 to 2014 

2014 dues collected  $1915 

2013 dues collected  $1790 

Increase is       $125  or a 7% increase from 2013 
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Financial Summary 
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Budget Balances as of Oct 31, 2014 
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2014 Annul Financial Audit 

1. A monthly review of the financial reports is performed by the board and the outcome 

documented in the board minutes. 

2. An annual review of the financial reports is performed by the board and the outcome 

documented in the board minutes. 

3. Cash donations that are collected at various activities are not possible to trace to a donor 

and are deposited identifying the activity that collected the donation. 

4. The statement provided below about the monthly reconciliation between the Quicken 

account and the bank statements. 

 

 

 


